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Hello Church Family!

What an exciting start to the New Year! We have several new Elders,
Trustees, and a new Chair of the Ministry Board. We have several new
members now in our church family. We welcome Melody Strayhan (on left)
and Tammie and Dan Caffee (on right; Tammie is by me, while Dan is not
pictured because he is working in Bahrain for a season), and Brock and Christen Caffee (and kids). And
most importantly, there are at least a few who are not “far from the Kingdom of God” (Mark 12:34) and
might become a disciple! Woohoo! | really hope that you will commit to praying for our new leaders
and members.

I'm also excited about the marriage workshop I'll be leading
called, “"A Love that Endures,” on Friday night, Feb. 10, and all
day Saturday, Feb. 11. Numerous couples have registered, most
of whom don’t attend First Christian. This is great! Please pray
that God uses this workshop to both increase the strength of
relationships and to help people learn more about Jesus. | intend on making this an
annual event. Some are doing it for a refresher; others are doing because they will be
getting married; others are doing it because their marriage is not what they want it to
be. It's not too late for you to register online (www.fcclawrence.org and click at the
top, “Events” and “Marriage Workshop”). It's only $25 for the whole event, including
childcare!

Since it's February, it makes me think of love. Two of the most important kinds of love we find in the Bible are actually
commanded: love toward God and love toward neighbor (e.g., Mark 12:30-31).

In the Bible, what does it mean to “love God"”? How do we do it? “You must love the LORD your God with your whole mind,
your whole being, and all your strength.” (Deut. 6:5 NET; also Mark 12:30) This commandment is the backbone of biblical
theology and practice. It's nestled in a narrative about obeying everything God commands. Throughout the Bible, loving God
is equated with remaining absolutely loyal (= worshipping) Him alone and obeying Him alone.

There is a constant emphasis upon “love” as loyalty and obedience. Moses told his people to imagine if a so-called prophet or
diviner of dreams invites the community to worship other gods. Moses is firm: “You must not listen to the words of that
prophet or dreamer, for the LORD your God will be testing you to see if you love him with all your mind and being. You must
follow the LORD your God and revere only him; and you must observe his commandments, obey him, serve him, and remain
loyal to him.” (Deut. 13:3-4 NET; also see e.g., Deut 30:16, 20; James 1:12; 1 Jn 2:5; 5:1; 2 Jn. 1:6) Notice how absolute loyalty
and obedience are synonymous to “loving God"”? This means that if we are giving allegiance to anything else more than God,
or disobeying Him, then we don’t love Him.

In the Bible, what does it mean to “love our neighbor”? How do we do it? It means that we do no wrong to them (Rom. 13:8-
10). It means that we serve them (Gal. 5:13-14). It means not showing improper prejudice or partiality (James 2:1-9). It means
that, even when our neighbor is our enemy, we deliberately “do good to them” and pray for them (Luke 6:27-28). And to be
very clear: we do not need to wait on mustering a feeling of “ahh shucks, I really like that person.” Nope. You might wait
forever for some people. Instead, get busy “doing good to them,” serving them, and praying for them. In so doing, you fulfill
the “royal law” (James 2:8).

Of course, praise God!, aren’t you glad that God loves you? Really? He doesn’t love the “You"” that will be one day; not the
“You" who is on your best behavior; but the Real “You" who is reading this piece of paper. God's love started this whole
show. He is love (1 Jn 4:16). It was God's love that sent His Son (1 Jn 4:10). It was God's love that motivated Jesus to die a
torturous death for us sinners (Rom. 5:8) — pure, unadulterated love for the Real “You."” Woo! That's gospel.

In the Love of the One who Loved Me First,

i

Senior Pastor


http://www.fcclawrence.org

YOUTHMINISTRYNEWS

Hello Church!

YTH had an incredible start to the year. We kicked off our spring semester with great

games, awesome merchandizes, and an unsurmountable energy. We learned about the

best way to start off a new year, which is to be rooted in the identity that Jesus gave us

as a child of God. When we are rooted in Christ, it enables us to root ourselves in other
areas such as Scripture and the Holy Spirit to propel us to growth. The Lord have been really working in our
YTH community and | am excited to see what God has in store for us in 2017.

To continue our momentum, YTH will be participating in many wonderful events. One of our events impacts
the whole church family. On February 12th, YTH will be hosting a Valentine’s Dinner. Our students will be
serving as waiters and waitresses as well as providing entertainments through a choreographed dance
routine. We have been working on the choreography for the last few weeks and we cannot wait to perform it
to the rest of the church. The cost for this event will be $25 per couple and it will help fund our students for
incredible summer trips that have been lined up already. Come join us on this wonderful night! We will be
starting at 6 PM on the 12th.

Kiyun Lee
Pastor to Youth and College
kiyun@fcclawrence.org

CHILDRENS MINISTRYNEWS

The Children’s Ministry at FCC (FCC Kids) is making great strides! Children
are growing, the number of children attending is increasing, and children




